
Growing Sorghum and Farming with Draft Horses 
 
Growing Sorghum is easy. It is a drought tolerant grass. Plant a "sweet sorghum" variety not a "grain sorghum". All 
the information you need on production of this plant can be found through the National Sweet Sorghum Producers 
and Processors Association. http://www.nssppa.org/ 
 
If you are successful in growing a crop of sorghum syrup I will be glad to process it for you. If you  are interested in 
processing your own sorghum I recommend visiting processing facilities and attending the annual meeting of the 
NSSPPA held each February in Pigeon Forge Tennessee. 
 
A Basic Timeline for growing a crop of Sweet Sorghum for processing into syrup. 
 
1. Prepare Ground:  Feb-March - prepare a field that allows you to plant AT LEAST 1000 row feet. A good cover 
crop turned into the soil or a light application of compost is sufficient for most crops of cane.  
 
2. Plant your crop: Late April - Early June:. There are several different methods: hand sowing, use a modified okra 
plate on an earthway seeder, use a cole planter with a cane plate, or transplant plants you started in the 
greenhouse. 
 
3. Feed your crop - if you have time it is nice to side dress the cane with compost but not necessary. 
 
4. Cultivate and Thin your crop: "Cultivating" or "weeding" your crop is very important. So get out there and do it 
every two weeks until it is too tall. Plants should be thinned about 8" apart. Thinning and weeding can happen at the 
same time. 
 
5. Wait and Watch - This stuff will grow like crazy in July and August 
 
6. Harvest - When the seed heads are at the "soft dough" stage is when the brix is the highest. Your harvest will 
happen between the beginning of September and the middle of October depending on when you planted and what 
variety you planted. This is a good time to harvest as long as your processor is ready for you, or you have a dry and 
shady place to store your cane until it can be processed. First strip the cane leaves then cut the cane. Do this when 
the cane is dry. You do not want to pile up wet cane. 
 
Draft Horses  
 
Too much information to write it down for you. Bring a camera and take pictures!  
Here are some photos to consider: 
 

 
 
 



 

 


