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Farm Overview 

 

We raise vegetables intensively on about 1½ acres and rotate the pigs through scrubby ground that was 

clear cut 10 years ago.  A blueberry patch of about 70 bushes is being established along with a sampling of 

other fruits.   Jamie and Sara Jane work on the farm full time with the help of two interns, Jenna and Julia.   

 

Field Preparation and Planting: 

 

We have a JD 2640 (78 hp) tractor, which is overkill for most garden tasks, but needed to pull the Yeomans 

Keyline Plow, especially through compacted soil.  We use the Keyline Plow with hiller attachments to 

roughly shape raised beds at 5’10” on center.  The plow shanks loosen the soil up to 22” deep.  Then, we use 

a rake, wheel hoe, or walk-behind tiller to smooth out the beds for planting.  This isn’t an ideal system 

because, while we love the Keyline Plow for shaping beds, the hand prep that follows is very time-

consuming and a weak link in production. 

Direct seeded crops are planted with a Jang or Earthway seeder and occasionally by hand. 

Transplants are started in cedar boxes in the hoop house and planted in the field using soil knives. 

Other tools: We use a disc harrow to mix in cover crops/weeds.  The stirrup or oscillating hoe is our hoe of 

choice, and hand hoes are used for refined weeding and thinning. 

 

 

Irrigation: 

 

Hunting Creek is a reliable, relatively clean little creek that irrigates the bottomland.  A gas pump runs 

water through a disk filter and then screen filters at each header.  We usually use 2 lines of 12” drip tape 

per bed to maintain moisture and hand water to establish transplants.   For germination, especially of 

carrots and beets, we use mini-jet sprinklers (from Dripworks) every 4 feet down the bed.   

Watering in the upper gardens is a challenge because our well is very shallow (~40’) and runs dry after 

watering for a few hours.   

 

Season Extension: 

 

We have 2 caterpillar-type hoophouse structures that can be moved around the farm.  They are constructed 

of 1” Schedule 40 PVC, 5’ rebar stakes, and twisted nylon rope.  The 12’ x 100’ hoophouse has been used for 

early tomatoes and 13’ x 60’ hoophouse is used to start transplants.  For tomatoes, we’ve used propane 

heaters or chafing dish fuel (Sterno) during a late frost.  In the greenhouse, we cover seedlings in a low 

tunnel of row cover and plastic and use electric heat when necessary.   

 

 

Livestock: 

 

We raise 15-20 pigs per year on “pasture” (mainly in woods/scrub).  We buy feeder pigs that are about 6 

weeks old.  In the last year we switched to Reedy Fork’s Certified Organic, non-soy feed and offer it to the 

pigs through self-feeders.  They’re kept in two strands of electric poly-twine and are moved every 1-3 

weeks, depending on weather, size of the paddock, and age and number of pigs.  The fence is charged with 



an all-in-one solar charger (PR100) from Premier Fence, which we’ve been happy with.  We’re trying to 

maximize their impact on the land since we’re using them to clear our “scrub land” and build soil while 

doing it.    We don’t have a water source near the pigs, so until a few months ago, we were hauling water 5 

gallons at a time, twice a day.  We’re now using gravity fed water from a 55-gallon barrel that we fill every 

two days.  We don’t give the pigs a wallow and have found that natural shade is far better than human-

made shade structures for cooling.  The pigs are butchered at May’s Meats in Taylorsville, NC and we sell 

vacuum-packed cuts of pork to our farmers’ market customers. 

 

Marketing: 

 

Our primary market is the Charlotte Regional Farmers’ Market on Saturday.  We have a 15-25 member CSA 

in Asheville with two seasons- April-July and October-December and are one of six farms in Plateful Multi-

farm CSA, which has similar seasons and serves Rutherford and Cleveland counties.  We also sell to a few 

small restaurants and institutions.   

 

 

Resources for Indigenous Micro-Organisms (IMO) 

• “How to Cultivate Indigenous Microorganisms” by Hoon Park and Michael W. DuPonte, University 

of Hawai’i at Manoa- great step-by-step instruction and pictures 

 

• Natural Farming by Cho Han-kyu; difficult to read due to poor translation, but contains all the 

different formulas for Korean Natural Farming, and it’s the only book we’ve found on this topic. 

 

• www.acresusa.com/toolbox/reprints/Jan10_Prell.pdf  - article describing an alternate 

method for making IMO. 
 

 

Resources for Keyline Plow/Design: 

 

• “The Geographical and Topographical Basis of Keyline” by Prof. J. MacDonald-Holmes 

• Water for Every Farm by P.A. Yeomans- can be a little dry and much is geared towards large-scale 

farms, but it gives a complete description of Keyline Design and its principles 

• Market Farm Implements- source for Yeomans Keyline Plows and other implements (814) 443-

1931 

 

 

Resources for Kinsey-Albrecht Method: 

 

• Hands-on Agronomy, by Neal Kinsey and Charles Walters -- a great read.  Due to its anecdotal 

format, it’s less useful as a quick reference. 

• The Albrecht Papers, by Dr. William Albrecht– the research on which Kinsey’s work is based; we 

haven’t read it. 

• Kinsey Agricultural Services website: www.kinseyag.com 



 
 


