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New Dawn Farm came into being about 2 years ago. My wife and I and our soon to be two year old son 

(our daughter was on the way) moved to the property with the intention of farming like my grandpa and 

great grandpa had done. My wife was/is the program director for the summer camp that was started by 

my mother 15 years ago. With no real farming experience other than my visits as a kid and family 

gardens we embarked on this endeavor and haven’t looked back. 

 

In the beginning I put a lot of time in doing research about different marketing ideas for all the 

wonderful food I was going to produce. We knew we were going to sell grass-fed beef. There were 

already cows on the farm that so that was a no-brainer. For the produce we decided on trying to 

establish a CSA with overflow produce to be sold at the market with the beef. The CSA model was 

appealing mainly from a cash flow perspective. Typically a farmer is cash poor coming out of the winter 

and with CSA customers paying upfront it allows us to purchase necessary supplies before market sales 

kick in. It does add a little pressure to the equation because you have to produce for your shareholders. 

 

Deciding on what to grow for the CSA was difficult. There are so many variables and nuances. I went 

with the tried and true varieties last year. I grew things that I knew would produce and didn’t take many 

chances with lesser known/appreciated crops. The learning curve is steep when it comes to growing 

food especially for other people. I was able to take a class in sustainable agriculture from a gentleman in 

Chattanooga, and I attended the Georgia Organics conference and the SSAWG conference to help lessen 

the steepness of the curve. Both conferences were great. I highly recommend them. I also bought 

books. Some of them were for the class I took and others like Salad Bar Beef by Joel Salatin, applied 

directly to my production methods. We’ve also subscribed to Acres magazine which provides a lot of 

information on vegetable and animal production. As for how much to plant I winged it the first year. This 

year I’m being more methodical in my approach and keeping much better records in an attempt to 

lessen the amount of guessing about yields and so forth. 

 

Soil fertility is the biggest priority on the farm. I am working toward a sustainable model hoping to 

minimize off-farm inputs. Reason being they’re expensive and well they’re expensive. I have dog-eared 

my copy of Eliot Coleman’s The New Organic Grower. His production model is impressive and his advice 

is sound and his writing is easy to read. I really like his idea of feeding the soil as opposed to feeding the 

plant with chemical fertilizers. I’ve been able to implement a few of his techniques and am very 

interested in his crop rotation schedule. I also like the fact that he realizes every farm is different and 

can’t be treated just like his. Things grow differently in different places and he takes this into account 

with his recommendations. Compost production and the use of cover crops and undersowing are all 

things that I am using or plan to use this year.  

 



The future here at the farm is looking good. We doubled our CSA memberships this spring and sold a 

little beef over the winter. We realize we are blessed beyond measure and continue to give God the 

glory for the many blessings he has bestowed on us. 

On the beef side of things I am very impressed with the Joel Salatin’s production model. The idea of 

feeding the cow what it was meant to be fed really hit home with me. Another good source of 

information I’ve found is stuff from Jeff Judy. Both of these guys mob graze and are very successful. 

Implementing the principles has been the challenge. While the concepts are simple the means are not. 

Deciding how to lay out paddocks, water, shade, minerals is difficult. I need a field fairy to appear one 

night and run fence for me in the best possible layout taking all of these things into consideration. As it 

stands now I am implementing a rotation this spring that will give me a baseline of where I’m starting 

and hopefully paint a picture of where I’m going. I plan on rotating every three to four days with the 

intention of tightening that up to a daily rotation.  

 

Animal health is another tricky situation. It is my philosophy to be as un-invasive as possible. We have 

never had to pull a calf and (knock on wood) we don’t administer antibiotics. That’s not to say we won’t 

use them if the need arises. We do vaccinate for black leg. The other thing we have done in the past is 

de-worm with a topical de-wormer. I’ve been doing a lot of research on this as I want to get away from 

it and will be trying some new things this year. Rotation to break the worm life cycle is one that is a no-

brainer. Another is the use of Shaklee’s in the water. Everything I’ve read about this stuff has been 

positive. From all my research and observation over the past year, it seems, stress reduction will cure 

about all that ails.  

 

Harvest and processing of the animal is done by a USDA facility in S. Pittsburg, TN. They are Animal 

Welfare Approved and do a good job catering to my needs. They will accommodate about anything I 

request. There are other processors that are closer but I need the USDA seal to be able to sell in both TN 

and GA and they are the closest. The meat is generally ready in 2 weeks and is vacuum-packed, frozen, 

and labeled with the weight of the cut which keeps me from having to have scales. As the farm grows 

storage is going to be an issue. I have two small freezers that I can take with me to market and one large 

freezer for on farm storage. 

 

The future: 

-looking into the NCRS cost share program for a high tunnel (application is in process) 

-hoping to have a hobby greenhouse for starting plants 

-continue to refine rotational grazing hopefully reducing hay consumption. 

-adding poultry to the model (there is a multi-species processor in the works near Carrolton) 

 For pasture sanitation 

 Eggs for the CSA 

 For meat 

-continue to increase knowledge through experimentation, going to conferences, reading and learning                 

from other farmers 

-expanding the CSA 

 


