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Becki’s Bounty & Dr. John Wilson 

Community Garden Apprenticeship 

 

Apprenticeships allow individuals to cultivate experience with growing 

food and supporting food security efforts. Apprentices will gain 

experience with gardening and growing annual and perennial foods, 

teaching in non-traditional settings, working at tailgate markets, and 

organizing community-based efforts. A person in this position can 

expect to learn how gardening connects to nutrition, health, and food security.  

The bulk of learning will happen at Becki’s Bounty (20 hours/week) and the Dr. John Wilson 

Community Garden (10 hours/week), but opportunities to engage in other community gardens and 

settings will be available as well.  

At Becki’s Bounty you will be assisting with growing, harvesting, and selling produce grown in an 

organic, permaculture style garden. This is a small-scale, urban 

farm and a great opportunity to learn about how this may (or may 

not) be something you want to do with your future. 

At the Dr. John Wilson Community Garden food is grown by 

private renters and for donation to Bounty and Soul (who share 

produce with local people without charge). This garden uses 

organic methods, practices double-digging, and incorporates 

biodynamic principles. With over 100 fruit and nut trees, a 

permaculture slope, a native plant trail, and special projects 

abounding, this garden is a great place to learn just about any 

organic gardening practice you can imagine. 

Individuals from any background are invited to apply, but should 

be comfortable getting dirty (literally) and engaging with a variety 

of individuals in public settings. Experience with gardening or 

farming is not required. 

Have you ever wanted to learn more about growing food 

organically? This is your chance!  

An apprentice commits at least 30 hours/week to supporting these 

two gardens, and receives a private bedroom at the Becki’s 

Bounty Garden Office as well as shared use of kitchen, bath, and 

living rooms, weekly eggs and produce, a $25/week stipend, a 

bicycle to get around town, assistance with identifying secondary 

employment as needed, and ongoing training and education as 

available.  

 



 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I earn Internship credit with this apprenticeship? 

Yes, of course. We can work with your college to complete necessary paperwork.  

Do I have to be a college student to be an apprentice? 

No, of course not. Apprentices come in many sizes, and from all kinds 

of backgrounds. Some of our best apprentices have been nearing 

retirement.  

How much time do I have to offer to be an apprentice? 

Ideally an intern will have 30 hours or more per week available 

through October. We may be willing to adjust based on your skill, 

need, and willingness to flex on details.  

What is the pay for this position? 

An Apprentice in this position will receive lodging, a bicycle to use, 

and some additional support through a stipend, produce, eggs, and 

additional connections for secondary employment as needed.  

What if I’m not sure? Can I try this out for a week or two? 

If you’re not sure about this position, try volunteering in both gardens 

for a week or two before committing to the apprenticeship position. 

We’re in need of someone who can start asap, but we’re even more in need of someone who can 

commit through October – and we’re willing to wait a week to ensure we’ve got the right fit. 

 

How To Apply  

Contact Jill Edwards to let our team know you’re interested in the position, and she’ll 

help you schedule time with Becki (of Becki’s Bounty) and Diana (of the Dr. John 

Wilson Community Garden).  You can reach Jill by phone at 828-669-2052 or 

jill.edwards@townofblackmountain.org   

mailto:jill.edwards@townofblackmountain.org

