
Overview of ASAP services, programs, and materials for farmers 
 

Appalachian Grown
TM

 certification  
Become a certified local farm with ASAP’s Appalachian Grown program. The 
certification promises customers, retailers, and wholesale buyers that the 
food and agricultural products they’re purchasing were grown or raised in 
Western North Carolina and the Southern Appalachians. For information, visit 
our site at www.asapconnections.org/appalachiangrown.html or contact us at 
828-236-1282, appgrown@asapconnections.org. 
 
Promotional materials 

Labeling your product at the farm is a great way to inform the customer that what they’re buying is 
Appalachian Grown and truly local. We offer rubber bands, produce ties, and a variety of stickers at an 
affordable rate. Find all the available items at www.asapconnections.org/farmpricesheet.pdf. Contact us at 
828-236-1282, appgrown@asapconnections.org for information on ordering. 

 
Cost share 
If you’re an Appalachian Grown certified farmer in North Carolina, you can apply for matching funds from 
ASAP for your promotions and marketing materials. Funds can go toward advertisements in print, on the 
radio, or in other media; graphic design, product labeling, signs, and more. Funds are provided through the 
NC Tobacco Trust Fund and Golden LEAF Foundation. For information and to apply, visit 
www.asapconnections.org/agmaterials.html or contact us at 828-236-1282, 
costshare@asapconnections.org. 
 
Local Food Guide 

ASAP’s Local Food Guide, offered in print and online, is the go-to food and farm resource for locals and 
visitors alike. Each year, thousands pick up the guide to find local food, connect with area farmers and their 
farms, and do their part to sustain the region’s agricultural heritage. Visit www.buyappalachian.org to get in 
the guide.  

 
The Mixing Bowl 

The Mixing Bowl is your chance to tell businesses what products you have to offer and your opportunity to 
learn just what products area wholesale buyers are seeking. Offered online at 
www.buyappalachian.org/mixingbowl and in print at no cost. Contact us at 828-236-1282, 
localfood@asapconnections.org for more information. 

 
Market connections 
Looking to connect with local buyers or fine tune your marketing ideas? ASAP can help.  
Contact us at 828-236-1282, localfood@asapconnections.org to get started.   

 
Business planning and recordkeeping support 

ASAP can provide one-on-one assistance with business and market planning for your farm. If you’re 
interested in individual marketing or business planning, contact us at (828)236-1282, 
localfood@asapconnections.org.    
 
ASAP’s Business of Farming Conference 

Arrive ready to share concepts and knowledge with and learn from other farmers, buyers, and agricultural 
experts and leave with the business and marketing tools needed to make a lasting impact on the landscape 
of the Southern Appalachians. For details about the event, visit our website at www.asapconnections.org.  
 
The Farm Tour 

The Farm Tour showcases a selection of the area’s most outstanding farms. Over one summer weekend, 
community members can learn how food grows, celebrate agricultural heritage, and enjoy our rural 
landscape. Want your farm to be featured?  Visit our website at www.asapconnections.org.  
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